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MECA Applauds EPA Adoption of Tier 3 Rulemaking for Light-Duty Vehicles 

 
Washington, D.C. – The Manufacturers of Emission Controls Association (MECA) today 
commended the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for adoption of a comprehensive 
rulemaking to reduce emissions of harmful pollutants from light-duty vehicles and to require the 
availability of low sulfur gasoline fuel.  EPA’s Tier 3 motor vehicle emission and fuel standards 
program will create a national set of exhaust and evaporative emission standards for passenger 
cars and light-duty trucks starting with the 2017 model year by largely harmonizing the agency’s 
Tier 3 emission standards with California’s already-finalized LEV III emission standards, and 
will reduce the sulfur levels in gasoline from today’s 30 ppm average to a 10 ppm average across 
the nation by 2017. 
 

MECA agrees with EPA’s assessment that achieving the Tier 3 exhaust and evaporative 
emission standards will be both technically feasible and cost-effective.  This fact is clearly 
demonstrated by the more than two million SULEV (super ultra-low emission vehicle) and 
PZEV (partial zero-emission vehicle) light-duty vehicles that have already been sold in the U.S. 
since they were first introduced more than ten years ago.  The technology base of advanced 
three-way catalysts, exhaust hydrocarbon adsorber materials, high cell density substrates, 
emission system thermal management strategies, secondary air injection systems, advanced 
carbon canisters, advanced low fuel permeation materials, and air intake hydrocarbon adsorber 
materials that have already been commercialized for PZEVs can be extended and further 
optimized to allow all light-duty gasoline vehicles to achieve the exhaust and evaporative 
emission reductions needed by vehicle manufacturers to comply with the Tier 3 emission 
standards.  Furthermore, reducing sulfur in gasoline enables vehicle emission control 
technologies to perform more efficiently; thus, reducing gasoline fuel sulfur levels from the 
current 30 ppm national average to a 10 ppm average will ensure the use of the most cost-
effective emission control options for future Tier 3 vehicles and will provide immediate 
reductions in emissions from the large, existing fleet of light-duty gasoline vehicles that travel 
America’s highways. 
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“EPA’s Tier 3 rule will provide a significant opportunity to further reduce emissions 
from the light-duty vehicle fleet by utilizing an integrated systems approach that combines 
advanced emission control technologies with advanced engine designs and very low sulfur 
gasoline fuel.  In addition, these advanced emission control technologies will enable all current 
and future high-efficiency vehicle powertrains to be viable options for complying with EPA’s 
greenhouse gas pollutant standards,” said MECA’s executive director, Joseph Kubsh.  “MECA 
congratulates the agency for all of its hard work in getting this important rule finalized and for its 
continued efforts in helping to achieve the goal of cleaner air for all Americans.  Our industry is 
prepared to do its part to deliver cost-effective, advanced emission control technologies to the 
marketplace.” 
 
 Founded in 1976, MECA is a national association of companies that manufacture a 
variety of emission control technologies for cars, trucks, buses, and off-road vehicles and 
equipment, as well as stationary internal combustion engines.  For more information on exhaust 
and evaporative emission control technologies, please visit MECA’s web site at:  
www.meca.org. 
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